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Asst. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Prior to examination, please amend the application as follows: 



IN THE AMENDED CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 3-13^5, 16, 18 and 20-23 as follows. 

Claim 5, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 4" to -claim 1— . 

Claim 6, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 5" to -claim 1-. 

Claim 7, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 6" to -claim 1-. 

Claim 8, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 7" to -claim 1-. 

Claim 9, line 1, change "one of the claims 2 to 7" to -claim 2- 

~ 4— 

Claim 11, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 10" to -claim 1- 
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Claim 12, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 1 1" to --claim 1-. 

y 

Claim 13, line 1, change ^pne of the claims 1 to 12" to -claim 1--. 



Claim 15, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 14" to -claim 1-. 



Claim 16, line 1, change "one of the claims 2 to 15" to -claim 2-. 

y 

Claim 18, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 16" to -claim 1— . 

y 

Claim 20, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 19" to -claim 1-. 



Claim 21, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 20" to -claim 1-. 

y 

Claim 22, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 21" to -claim 1-. 



Claim 23, line 1, change "one of the claims 1 to 22" to -claim 1-. 

REMARKS 

This Preliminary Amendment is submitted to change the multiple dependent 
claims to single dependent claims in order to reduce the government filing fee. 



EXPRESS MAIL CERTIFICATE 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee (mail label # EL075478410US) in an 
envelope addressed to: Asst. Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 , on November 3, 2000: 

Dorothy Jenkins 
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